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Receiving new adaptive equipment on Tuesday were children from Clarion and Venango counties. From left are 7-year-old Dawson F. and his mother, 

Jamie, of Franklin; 17-year-old David J. and his mother, Lois, of Strattanville; and 5-year-old Gabriel O. and his grandfather, Craig Westover, of 

Franklin. Surnames are withheld due to the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPPA). With them are Tom Baker, CEO of children’s 

charity Variety; Randy Prunty, of Blackburn’s, who assembled the special bikes; and Deanna David, Variety program director. Photo by Randy Bartley 

 

Deanna David, program director for the children’s charity Variety, said her organization’s mission is a simple one: 

“This is all about the kids.” 

 

She made that statement on Tuesday at Riverview Intermediate Unit 6 in Shippenville. 

 

There, Variety, RIU6 and Blackburn’s, a pharmaceutical and medical supply company, presented four adaptive strollers 

to local children with disabilities and fit an additional 12 kids with their own adaptive apparatuses. 

 

“These scooters and strollers give these kids freedom. It gives them the ability to go places,” David said. “It may not be 

exciting places, like a cavern or waterfall, but ordinary places they may not otherwise be able to visit. It gives these kids 

a voice. 

 

“The children can begin building relationships not only with children within their community, but with other children 

who lived just down the street but were out of their reach.” 

 



 
Variety program director Deanna David explains how children will gain the freedom of mobility with the bikes and scooters. Photo by Randy Bartley 

 

Variety has presented 178 adaptive bikes, adaptive strollers or communication devices — worth more than $267,000 in 

equipment — to local children in Clarion, Venango, Forest and Jefferson counties, which is the service area for RIU 6. 

 

Variety Chief Executive Officer Tom Baker said parents are constantly sharing the word that the equipment is not only 

changing their child’s entire life, but also receiving the equipment gives families hope for the future. 

 

According to information supplied by Variety, 4-year-old, Tyberious Shaw, of Kennerdell, received a new adaptive 

stroller. His mother, Lori Roberts, said the stroller will ensure her son’s safety while out in the community — “keeping 

him safe, secure and comfy. Having the stroller will take away so much stress for fear of Tyberious running away from 

us while outside the home.” 

 

Roberts said Tyberious runs so hard it is difficult to keep him safe. 

 

“We have tried backpack leashes to keep him safe,” she said. “He falls out of the harness and throws himself down, 

banging his head because he’s angry. He’s even become too small for shopping carts and tries to hurt himself or others. 

This equipment will truly transform our lives.” 

 

Nine-year-old Brechyn Egolf, of Clarion, will be evaluated for her own adaptive bike. 

 

“Over the years, we have tried so many bikes for Brechyn. We would get so excited with every new bike; hoping that it 

would finally be the bike that would work for her,” her father, Matthew, said. “Unfortunately, we never found ‘the one’ 

due to her issues with balance and low muscle tone. It has just always been too difficult to get a regular bike to fit her 

needs.” 

 

He said it becomes harder the older she gets. 

 

“We have struggled with this more since she is seeing all her friends and family able to bike and do activities,” her 

father said. “We are a family that is active and loves going to the local rails-to-trails to ride, but it has become 

something that we cannot do all together. Receiving an adaptive bike for Brechyn will mean so much to us all.” 

 

Baker said Variety’s adaptive equipment programs “are meeting unmet needs for kids and their families.” 

 



Variety’s My Voice Program provides communication devices to eligible children with a communication disorder to 

give them a voice and enable them to express their thoughts, feelings, wants and needs 24 hours a day, and is currently 

accepting applications. 

 

Variety’s My Bike Program provides Rifton adaptive bikes — with stationary stands and Rifton accessories — to 

eligible children with disabilities to experience the joy, freedom and belonging that comes from riding a bike. 

 

Variety’s My Stroller Program provides Convaid EZ Rider adaptive strollers to eligible kids to use for “on-the-go” 

mobility or general safety/inclusion in the community. 

 

“With hundreds of kids in need for this equipment right now, the community’s support has never been needed more, 

especially at a local level,” Baker said. “None of this equipment is funded through insurance, and Variety must raise 

every dollar to provide it to the families; so a donation of any amount truly makes a difference.” 

 

He explained all Variety had was “an idea” when it kicked off its My Bike Program in November 2012. Since then, “we 

have truly created an innovative program model that can be replicated throughout the nation to meet the needs of kids 

with disabilities.” 

 

“What My Bike has demonstrated is that when the mobility needs of children with disabilities are prioritized, it is 

possible to meet something so fundamental to childhood, as ensuring that all children can ride a bike and not be 

excluded — regardless of their disability,” he said. 

 

 
Randy Prunty, of Blackburn’s, explains how one of the adaptive bikes works. He said the hardest part was picking the right color for each bike.  

Photo by Randy Bartley 

 

 

Over the years, Baker said, Variety has expanded its programs from an original 10-county service area in southwestern 

Pennsylvania to the current service area of 59 Pennsylvania counties. 

 

Since November 2012, more than 8,660 adaptive bikes, adaptive strollers and communication devices have been 

presented to eligible kids throughout Pennsylvania and northern West Virginia, surpassing $13 million worth of 

adaptive equipment. 

 

For more information, interested families should visit www.varietypittsburgh.org or call Variety at 724-933-0460. 
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